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With all of the excitement here in Hitchin as the WNC 2015 approaches, I am 

writing this month’s newsletter whilst Yvonne and I are getting Heritage project 

information together. We’re about to spend a few hours down at a local                   

department store promoting the project. The owner of the store has offered to 

dedicate a shop window to promote netball for the whole of August. We have a 

display featuring the WNC and also our Heritage Project; is this a first for                    

netball?  

Our Heritage Project continues to grow in leaps and bounds since the                          

appointment of Daphne Knott our Heritage Project Officer. Daphne joined us in 

May and has quickly established herself at Netball House by first getting all the 

staff together to tell them about the project and seek their involvement and 

then by having the first HLM archive day last Sunday 19 July. Fifteen HLM’s came 

along and in between the chatting and catching up with each other, they were able to offer Daphne a huge 

amount of support by working on the archives. Collectively they contributed an astounding 60 hours of volunteer 

time. 

We seem to be out and about most weeks promoting the project as next Saturday 

sees the staff at Head Office coming together to take part in the second Hitchin Fit 

Festival. Nasem and Tasmine, two of the staff here at Netball House, recently              

promoted netball and the Heritage project at a year 7 welcome evening at one of 

our local schools. They dealt with nearly 100 enquiries from interested parents and 

their daughters in just over two hours.  

Our offices are festooned with England flags and there is a positive vibe as we are 

willing the girls to do well at the WNC together with the four England Umpires who 

will also be involved in Sydney.  Memories of Sydney for me are in 1991 when the 

World Championship was staged indoors for the first time and I was fortunate 

enough to be involved as an umpire and to umpire the Final.   If you’re going along 

as a spectator, we’d love to have some photos for our October newsletter, please. 

Best regards 

 

 

Sheelagh 

Editor 



Officiating in Gibraltar – All things are possible! writes June Snellin  

In August 2011, Netball Gibraltar asked the Netball Europe Technical Group if they could 

supply a tutor to deliver ‘a B Award training workshop followed by mentoring and a Rules 

Forum’ for their aspiring umpires, to take place in October 2011, and I was subsequently 

invited by Netball Europe to fill that role. 

Little did I realize how enthusiastic the Gibraltar Umpire Committee was to develop this 

aspect of the game, and how the programme was going to develop! 

On the first occasion that I visited the island, I delivered the B Award Workshop,                       

undertook Umpire Mentoring and held the Rules Forum for all levels of league umpires, as 

per the original request, and in addition, I spent a morning tutoring a Foundation                        

Umpiring Course for GCSE/A level students at Westside Upper School - which was a                   

combination of the Youth Umpire Award and Beginner Umpire Award courses – and 

proved to be most successful with the group of very enthusiastic individuals. 

What I had not realized at this stage, was that some of the umpires that were involved in the B Award                   

Workshop, had their sights fixed on the forthcoming Netball Europe Ranking Tournament and Festival that was 

being held in Gibraltar in June 2012 - they were hoping that they would make sufficient progress to enable them 

to undertake their B Award Assessment on the tournament matches that summer. 

I knew very little about Gibraltar when I first went there but I have certainly learnt a lot in a very short space of 

time! 

Gibraltar is a small island with a population of about 30,000 people. Throughout its history, Gibraltar has been 

inhabited by a range of immigrants from differing cultural backgrounds including Spanish, Genoese, Maltese, 

Moroccan, Jewish and Portuguese who combined with the British settlers to form a varied and multi-racial             

community. Because of its geographical position in the Strait of Gibraltar – gateway to the Mediterranean Sea – 

it has been, and continues to be, a key destination for British Naval and Armed Forces. 

The official language in Gibraltar is English although a mixture of English and Spanish is spoken in casual                   

conversation. Gibraltar’s educational system is based on that of the United Kingdom system and all professions 

are required to have British qualifications. 

In my experience, the people are     

delightful and many aspects of life in 

Gibraltar are like ‘home from home’ – 

but with better weather! 

Netball in Gibraltar is very popular, 

and the Gibraltar Netball website 

says: 

‘Netball in Gibraltar was revived in 

1991.  From the humble beginnings 

of just 8 senior teams, to becoming 

the leading ladies team sport in               

Gibraltar with 30 teams in our senior 

league and 16 teams in our junior 

league. Gibraltar Netball is affiliated 

to Netball Europe and International 

Federation of Netball Associations. 



We believe in promoting, organising and developing netball in Gibraltar and we strive to provide opportunities for 

our players, coaches and umpires.’   

The Netball League is undoubtedly thriving, and is certainly living up to these aims! 

The Senior League is played in 4 divisions, and the Junior League is played in two age groups. So by  England Netball 

standards, the quality of league play is only on a par with an average EN local league, which meant that it was going 

to be very hard for the C to B umpires to gain sufficient experience in preparation for their B Award assessments. 

In March 2012, I was invited back to Gibraltar to undertake further tuition and training.  On this occasion, I           

undertook: 

- More Umpire Practical Mentoring 

- B Award Pre-assessments in readiness for Final Assessments in June 

- Another Umpire Rules Forum  

- A further Foundation/Youth Umpire Award Umpire Course for students at Westside Upper School 

- Some written assessment mentoring, in anticipation of the changes that were being made to the NE Awards 

 Procedure in January 2013 

- 8 C Award Final Practical Assessments 

- An IFNA Match Bench Officials Course in readiness for the June event 

Liz Broomhead had asked that I should undertake the MBO Course with Gibraltar personnel, because as the host 

country, they needed to be able to provide suitably trained Match Bench individuals for the Ranking games in June 

2012. 

 It was then that I began to realize just how much dedication and commitment is being put into all aspects of       

Netball Officiating in Gibraltar. It may be a small country but there is never a shortage of volunteers, who are so 

willing and enthusiastic! 

The June Ranking Event went off very smoothly, and there was much praise for the MBO volunteers and tourna-

ment officials. But the’ icing on the cake’, was that 3 of the trainee C to B umpires that I had been working with, 

passed their B Award Assessment – Gibraltar had its first B Umpires! 

Gibraltar was now on a roll – 8 new C Awards Umpires in March 2012, 3 new B Award Umpires in June 2012 – what 

next? 

The Officiating Programme in Gibraltar is going from strength to strength under the excellent leadership of the 

Committee and Nadine Pardo-Zammit (Umpire Co-ordinator) in particular. 

Every season, Nadine runs a C Award Course for umpires wishing to work towards that level, and together with the 

little team of mentors she has built around her, they are continuously supporting umpires (some who are very 

young) in their quest to move forward. 

In the past four years, I have been invited back to Gibraltar to undertake further umpire tuition/give further umpire 

support/mentoring/Rules Forums/workshops, and also to undertake more C Award assessments. 

In May 2013, there were 9; in May 2014, there were 8; and in May 2015, there were another 6 - so altogether a 

total of 31 successful new C Award umpires in Gibraltar in the last 4 seasons.  

In October 2014, one of the C to B umpires came over to the UK to undertake her B Award Assessment, whilst she 

was visiting family in the South West Region, and was successful. The Gibraltar League has decided that they now 

want to try and progress some of their very young umpires to officiate in their Junior matches, so in May 2015, two 

12/13 year old umpires were assessed for their Beginner Award and passed with flying colours. 



For aspiring umpires in Gibraltar, there has to be a huge personal and financial commitment if they are to reach 

the top of the tree – mainly because there isn’t the level of domestic competition for them within their own 

league. In order to gain the right experience they must look further afield.  

During these past four years, it has been my pleasure to support umpires at all levels in Gibraltar, and the ‘star’ 

has been Nadine Pardo-Zammit. At the same time as she supports the umpiring programme within the league, 

she has also been working on her own personal development. She has participated in a couple of Netball Europe 

events when she has been allowed to and always takes on board any advice/mentoring that is available.  

In the past two seasons, she has been over to the UK on a number of occasions to umpire in England Netball of 

Regional level events, where again, she has taken on board every bit of advice that she has been offered. Finally in 

March 2015, she undertook her A Award Assessment and passed! 

So this tiny isthmus now has a team of experienced IFNA Match Bench Officials, 2 new very young Beginner              

Umpires (with more to come), 31 new C Award umpires, 4 new B Award umpires and the pinnacle – their very 

own A Award Umpire – what an achievement! 

It just goes to show, that with the right amount of commitment, dedication and determination, that all things are 

possible - well done Gibraltar! 

Rebecca Gray tells us about Hertfordshire’s Disability Netball Festival 2015  

On Saturday 11th July 2015, we invited adults with Learning Disabilities who joined us at Hertfordshire Sports 

Village to partake in an annual Netball Festival. With the sun shining and big smiles the day kicked off with an 

Introduction by Janice Cook, Chair of Hertfordshire County Netball Association and me in my role as        

Hertfordshire NDO. The group were split in to three teams and sent off to an activity 

station which included; Crazy Catch, Shooting, Passing in groups and Targets. Each 

team collected the points for every station on every successful catch, shot, pass or 

target hit.   

The teams included a mixture of Special Olympics, St Albans and Leisure                       

Direct - North Herts, 20 participants overall. With 10 minutes at each station,                 

Claire the Leisure Direct Group leader said ‘’It’s great to see the participants get the 

chance to improve at the different activity stations”. After a quick break to refuel, the 

teams then went head to head in matches. Each team played each other in 10                 

minute halves. The competition was very tough with some fantastic netball skills and 

great goals being scored. At the end of the games the scores were added on to the 

overall score of the teams’ activity scores.  



The presentation was made by Janice Cook and the overall winners were ‘The Supersonics’ who ended the day 

with gold medals and a trophy. All participants received a medal and certificate, as well as 5 participants that 

were awarded by the umpires ‘Team player of the day’ who were given a special medal.  

I’ve always had a passion for Disability Sport ever since I studied a module at University and when I started this 

job I was thrilled to be able to be involved in Disability Netball. It is very rewarding as the  participants love being 

involved and enjoy being in a team with their friends. It’s great to see an improvement in the participants by the 

end of the session and the happiness as they receive their certificates and medals of achievement. We currently 

run 4 sessions in Hertfordshire with organised groups including Dacorum Mencap and Special Olympics, and I’m 

always looking to develop new sessions in different areas.” 

If you would like to get involved in Disability Netball please contact me at Rebecca.Gray@englandnetball.co.uk or 
07525 703 153 

 

 

mailto:Rebecca.Gray@englandnetball.co.uk


Diary  dates 

* 7th-16th August 2015 - World Cup– Sydney 

 * 19th September 2015, 10.30am– AGM at Universi-

ty   of Warwick 

* 19th/20th September 2015– MTGL at University 

of Warwick 

* 19th September– Goalden Globes at Rioch Arena in 

Coventry  

Hands up for Heritage!  writes Daphne Knott  

In the last edition of this newsletter, Janet Wrighton and Sheelagh wrote 

about the heritage project to celebrate England Netball’s 90th birthday next 

year. 

As the new Heritage Officer, I was very excited to meet a lovely group of              

Honorary Life Members on Sunday 19 July. I was bowled over by their                 

enthusiasm for the project. Not only did they come up with lots of good ideas 

for next year’s anniversary, they rolled up their sleeves to make more inroads 

into sorting and arranging the archives.  

The heritage project has various elements. My main task will be to organise 

and catalogue the archives to internationally recognised standards. This is a first step. It is vital that the wealth of 

information in the archives is made readily available to all those interested in netball history, so we are                      

developing a website which will both list the archives and make some of the stories in them available. Even more 

importantly, it will be possible for players, umpires, coaches and audiences to add their own pictures and stories 

so that we can build up a living archive for the future. 

Most people start playing netball at school, but few schoolchildren know anything about the history of the game. 

We will be working with local school on a variety of projects from staging historic games to producing an                      

embroidered netball timeline. We will also be working with universities to develop a more academic approach to 

the history of netball. 

That’s not all! We are working with local businesses 

and museums to promote the anniversary through 

events, displays and exhibitions. We also have some 

exciting plans for the big day on 12 February 2016. 

Would you like to get involved? There will be more 

archive days coming up when you can help out with 

photo identification, archive sorting and website 

development. 

Your heritage needs you! Please get in touch to let 

me know how you would like to help or join in one 

of the archive days over the coming months. 


