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	What a fantastic start to the New Year with England beating the Australians three times!  And these wins were not by one goal, as is usually the case when Australia play New Zealand (currently the top two ranked teams in the world) but they were convincing wins with scores of 58-53  51-49  and 58-51 

Congratulations have been sent from the Supporters Club to Anna Mayes and her coaching team and of course to our amazing girls!
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England’s success over the Aussies knocked them off the No.1 spot in the world ranking, and New Zealand have now taken over without even stepping on court.  There is still quite a points gap between the 1st/2nd and the 3rd/4th but England are closing that gap and hope to reduce it further when they visit Jamaica in April.  Current rankings are :

	1st New Zealand 182 pts
2nd Australia        176 pts
	3rd England 156 pts
4th Jamaica 149 pts


Immediately prior to the Birmingham test our official travel agent, Corporate Sporting Events, hosted a reception in the Bank Restaurant and provide excellent drinks and nibbles to our members who were able to attend.  We were delighted that England President Janet Wrighton, and CEO Paul Clark were able to attend and that the EN ‘Netball’ magazine and ‘Digimag’ Editor, Natalie … came along with a photographer and to interview members – so look out for a full page in the next issue of ‘Digimag’.
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	WORLD YOUTH NETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

22nd to 31st August 2013 

Emirates Arena, Glasgow


At the Birmingham reception the Supporters Club together with Corporate Sporting Events launched their accommodation package for the World Youth Netball Champs taking place later this year at the brand new Emirates Arena (adjacent to the Sir Chris Hoy Vellodrome) in Glasgow.

This will be the first official gathering of the Supporters Club at a major international event and I do hope you will be able to attend to support the young England squad in their quest to become World Youth champions.  The accommodation package is attached and I would encourage you to book early to avoid disappointment.

Arena tickets will be going on sale in March and I will circulate details as soon as these are available.  The Supporters Club will be organising a get-together during the Championships, probably some time during the last three days of the event and more details will be available nearer the time.
WHAT’S IN STORE FOR THE ENGLAND SQUAD THIS YEAR?
AND WHAT CAN WE LOOK FORWARD TO?
As mentioned above, England are touring Jamaica at Easter – so if you’re looking for a sunny holiday combined with some exciting Netball – what better opportunity than a trip to the Caribbean to support the England team?   
England are also trying to organise an Under 21 trip to Australia (in readiness for the World Youth Championship) – another great opportunity for you if you are globe trotting.  As soon as details are know, we will circulate dates.   
And on our doorstep – the possibility of a tour by South Africa for a test series this September, and New Zealand early in 2014  – so watch this space for more information.
AND OF COURSE THERE’S SUPERLEAGUE

	


	The Superleague is the top netball league within the country.  Matches are shown weekly, mostly on Thursday evening's on Sky Sports, and the season culminates in the Grand Final which is staged at a National Arena and provides a thrilling end to the season.    There are 8 Superleague franchises which span across England and Wales.   Find out about your nearest SuperLeague matches by going to :
http://www.englandnetball.co.uk/competitions/2012-13/superleague/fixtures_66 
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Contact details : joan.mills@englandnetball.co.uk                                                                                
- 2 -
                              Church Cottage, Tinker Pot Lane, Woodlands, Otford, Kent. TN15 6AA
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