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Our Netball History

ENGLAND NETBALL LEGENDS - Nora Ashworth (1929 - )
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Nora Ashworth celebrated her 90th birthday at the Netball World Cup 2019 in Liverpool and her involvement in netball in both England and South Africa spans 72 years and counting. 

PLAYING

Nora was a player at all levels of the game starting in 1947 with Downs Netball Club (called Ursuline Old Girls until 1950) which is still going strong today. Nora played for Surrey County from 1948 to 1956 and played for her country in 1955 and 1956, including the first England tour to South Africa in 1956.
Nora started teaching in 1950 and from 1956 to 1964 lived in South Africa. She played for both Comets NC, Johannesburg 1957 – 1964 and for Southern Transvaal province from 1957-1964. 

UMPIRING
Alongside her playing career Nora achieved her Panel Umpire Award (A Award) in 1963 and therefore was able to umpire at the first Netball World Tournament in 1963, in Eastbourne.

COACHING
As a teacher Nora coached netball at her schools in England as well as King David High School in Johannesburg. She coached Southern Transvaal Schools’ and Senior Netball Teams, Greaterman’s Netball Club, Johannesburg and was part of the coaching team for the England tour of South Africa in 1966.
ADMINISTRATION

Her long post playing contribution to netball has been primarily as a volunteer administrator at county, region, national and international levels.
ENGLAND

Surrey Committee – 1965 - 1969

South East Region – Hon: Secretary 1967




Hon: Treasurer 1968 – 1986




Representative on A.E.N.A. Executive Committee 1969 – 1975

Selector – Surrey
1966 – 1969

A.E.N.A.
Assistant Honorary Treasurer – 1976 – 1992

I.F.N.A.
1960 Represented South Africa at Inaugural Conference in Ceylon 

            1991 A.E.N.A. Observer at Conference in Sydney

                        1991 - 1995 Honorary Treasurer 
SOUTH AFRICA
Southern Transvaal Committee 1957 -1964

South African Netball Association – Hon: Secretary 1957 -1959

                                     

  Hon: Treasurer 1961 – 1964

International – Delegate for South Africa to 1st International Federation Conference, Ceylon 1960



   Delegate for South Africa to Conference, 1963 World Tournament, Eastbourne
HONOURS
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For her services to netball Nora has received the following honours:

England 

A.E.N.A. – Honorary Life Membership 1993 (see photo above with Nora receiving her award at the AGM from Pat Taylor (President). Lily McGurk (chairman) and Gordon Padley (treasurer)  also in shot)  
South East Region - Long Service Award 1987

Surrey Vice-President 1980
South Africa

Meritorious Award 1964

PERSONAL 

Currently:
Single and retired, living happily in East Preston, West Sussex. Previously lived in Surrey except for 8 years in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Interests – Village and Church affairs, travel, watching Sport, -especially Netball, Tennis, Athletics and Cricket, and playing Table Tennis.
Reading, entertaining, crosswords, bridge, photography

Career: 
Domestic Science Teacher, teaching at St. Anne’s College, Sanderstead, (1950 – 1956 and 1965 – 1980) when, on the closure of St. Anne’s she transferred to Coloma Convent Girls School, Croydon, teaching Textiles and Dress and the Use of Computers. 

Examiner for University of London – Chief Examiner Textiles and Dress ‘A’ Level 1970 – 1989
Assistant Examiner – ‘A’ level 1990, ‘O’ Level Cookery & Needlecraft & Dress.

After early retirement from teaching, Nora worked for an Insurance Broker, specialising in Bordereaux work 1988-1994
Other Interests: 
Lawn Tennis – played Surrey 1st League in 1950s for New Malden L.T.C. 1965 – 1990 Played in Lower League for Riddlesdown L.T.C.
Member of the L.T.A. Umpiring Association – 1950s. 
Linesman at Wimbledon 1952.

L.T.A. – Elementary Coach

Squash - played Surrey 1st League in 1950s for New Malden L.T.C.

    Played for Wanderers Club, Johannesburg and Southern Transvaal in 1956/8
Cricket – Member of Surrey County Cricket Club from 1946-1971 (membership cancelled as Nora could not fit in any matches!)
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